BOAT REVIEW: Sydney 39CR

Build on the rock

Sydney Yachts builds on the success of its 38 with a cruiser/racer version,

by Vanessa Dudley

HERE'S a lot of cleverness about the

Sydney 39CR. It's a Sydney 38 hull

with a different deck, which makes
a world of difference to the space ancd
comiort below decks. The rig includes a
slightly stronger mast section and mast-
head chutes but otherwise the same il
plan, which means muning guides ancd
knowledge acenmulated by sailors and
sailmakers on their fifth or sixth genera-
tion of Sydney 38 sails can be transferred
dircctly to the 39, without having to fund
development from seratch.

Tr also has the same keel but a slightly
higger rudder, to make steering that little
hit more manageable for owners who
muy not be as experienced as their
Svdney 38 counterparts.

The Austmlian builder Sydney Yachis
has produced an incredible 65 of the
Sydney 38s over the past five years
Designed by Murray,Burns & Dovell, the
38s have rnsformed the face of the
Australian keelboat macing scene in the
process, adding class flects to most of the
hig events from the Whitsundays regattas
and Geelong o the Sydney 1o Hobart and
PFittwater to Coffs races.

The 385 have the runs on the board as
solid boats that don't break easily off-
shore_ Veteran Sydney Hobart mcer Bruce
Taylor of Melbourne, whaose Clhetzfal
won the Svdney 38 division of the most
recent Rolex Sydney Hobart, a long, hard
windwiard slog, said on arrival:"The boats
are fantastic, just good all-round boats.
They don't seem 1o have any vices; not
fantastically exciting as a yvachr, bur very
conservatively built, With our other
Chietzfabs we were always wondering
whether we were going to get there, in
24 years we dropped seven masts, These
are just well-built, good guality boats and
the fun with them is there are just so
many to sail againse”

The 39CR offers the same hull lines
and sturdy construction, minus the one-
design racing benefits but with a bemer
[RC rating and far more comfort for cruis-
ing and deliveries. And who knows, as
numbers grow there could be the oppor-
tunity 1o mce 32CR on 39CR, with three
hoats now launched and three mone on
order, four of the six for Australia and two
for export to Burope.

The first 32CR, John and Lyndall Bacon's
Hrssy, was launched in time for List year's
big events in northerm Cueensland, where
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Sydney 38 hull takies on-a neW ook with'the 38's-deck-and hulkwindows [Vangsso Dudleypicturas).

it won the [RC cruising division of Hog's
Breath Race Week and placed fifth in the
same category of Hahn Premium Race
Week at Hamilton 1skand

In a testimonial email to the builders,
John Bacon said:*1 think we have shown
the 39CR is very competitive under [RC
in hoth light and heavy conditions. |
should also point out that the sails we
used in both Hogs Breath and Hamilton
regattas were Norths Pentex (non-exotic
material) which had been on the boat for
1000 miles. They are actually destined to
e our croising/twilight sails and we will
only ke delivery of & full set of Norths
AL racing sails later in the year”

At Christmas Hussy rmced in the
strathficld Pittwater to Coffs Harbour
Race, with Sviney Yacht's marketing man
Martin Thompson aboard. Thompson said:
“Wie beat the first Svdney 38 by abour an
hour, and the 39 mtes significanty better,
The boat is faster upwind; it's a heavier
boat, and it's faster downwind with a
masthead chure”

Hussgy finished fifth overall in the mce
1o Caoffs Harbour and fourth overall in the
Pittwater & Coffs Harbour serics, sailing
with an IRC handicap of 1.103. Standard
Svdney 38s, by comparison, [oc on an
IRC handicap of 1.112.

S0 much for meing. What abour the
cruising side of the equation, given the

= e

emphasis placed on this by the "CR™in
the yacht's title? John Bacon told Sydney
Yachts, " Lyndall and 1 left Hamilton Island
after the regana with another couple 1o
spend a week in the islands south of the
Whitsundays and had a fantastic time. The
gear installed including the 12 volt fridge
certainly made life comfortalle.

“The delivery from Sydney to Airlie
Reach only took us six days and the
rerurn prassage from Southport to Sydnes
was done two-handed in just 43 hours,
averaging neardy 10 knots] This trip was
running conditions in 25-40kts of
northeries and apart from the occasional
steer for fun, the B&G pilot steered the
broait without fault the whole way

“I never would have believed thar a 395
cruising boat could effortlessly surf ar 1
16kts for hundreds of metres at a time totk
Iy under the control of a pilor. It was pretiy
amiazing to be down below at night with
absolutely no sense of speed, warching the
I on the nav station regularly go from 2
minimum of 9kts o peaks of 16kis”

At a base price of $395.000 ex sails
and instruments, the 39 is almost S50, (00
more than the Sydney 38."The majoriy
of that difference is in the interior”
Thompson says. It is also more expensive
than many of the imported Europesin
cruiser/racers of comparable size, which
hie attributes o the standard of the fitow



and inclusions. " We are tryving to be really
up-front in putting the best on the boats;
we do Vectran halyards and good quality
running rigging so the owners don’t have
to replace all the ropes in the first year at
Full retail; it costs us an extra S3000 for
custom carbon chainplates which are
completely external so there's no leakage
problems in that area”

But there is more than just the standard
specification to distinguish the Sydney 39
from imported yachis, It's a distinetly local
solution to the cruiser/racer compromise
and the Australian predilection for per-
formance sailing and racing

According 1o Martin Thompson, the
vacht reflects the changing nature of sail-
ing itself as a sport and pastime, " Yo can
see it with the popularity of twilight rac-
ing; owners want two hours of intense
good fun, We need to deliver a boat that
can sail one week with three people
onboard, then the next week with 15,1t
needs o be very user fricndly, with a big
cockpit. We also put a‘twilight fridge”
onboard as well as the big top-opening ice
chest, recopnising that the boats are nor-
mally hooked up to shore power.

“The boat has a stereo system, timber
finishes, all as standard, We wanted o

RIGHT: Looking aft in the saloon (Sydney Yachts
picture).

BELOW: Big wheel and cockpit remain distinctive
features.
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make a step forward, take the boat (o a
new standard, and we wanted the aesthet-
ics 1o look good, too; the control lines are
run under the deck where possible”

Nonetheless, Thompson says: “1es still
perceived as a race boat, The biggest chal-
lenge is to get people inside. Then they go
“Wow, it's really nice!’”

On deck

Like the 38, the 39CR is set up with a keel
stepped aluminium fractional mast with
twio sets of swept-back spreaders and non.

overlapping headsails, The 39s mast is a
stiffer section for the same weight, with an
externmal track for the mainsail, allowing
the use of more cruising-orientated roller
cars and a captive luff,

The aluminium boom is set up with
rwio reefl lines and a cascade outhaul sys-
tem and is supported by a Selden tele-
scapic adjustable boom vang with gas
strut, There's a twin groove Tuff Luff head-
foil for the jibs, and a hyvdraulic backstay
which is manually adjusted ar a control
panel at the forward end of the cockpit
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Spinnaker gear is included as standard,
with a spun tapered pole set on a mast
track with RCBH car and butt lift system,

Running rigging consists of Vectrn
mainsail and genoa halyards, double braid
polyester sheets, control lines and spin-
naker halyards, and Dyneema spinnaker
braces,

The winches are a pair of two-speed
Harken 44 sclf-ailers for the mainsheet
system (led along the boom to the mast
and then aft under the deck, with 2 tray-
eller on the cockpit floor just forward of
the steering wheel), two twospeed
Harken 465Ts as primaries and two two-
speed 4057 for the halyards and control
lines, which lead to Spinlock jammers, On
Hissy the port side mainsheet winch is
fitced with the optional electric drive to
muike life easier when cruising or on
short-handed deliveries.

Sviney Yacht's big and distinctive “sig-
nature” steering wheel, of composite con-
struction and recessed into the cockpit
floor, allows the steerer to stand or sit o
windward or leeward with great vision
and there are foot chocks to prowvide a
solid footing when required.
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The open transom houses a stainless
steel swim ladder, and there is provision
for a hig teak table to be set up in the
cockpit,

There is less cockpil space on the
A9CK than the 38, becanse the coach-
house extends further aft, but this is still a
generons space compared to most of the
imported cruiser/racers in this size mnge,

The standard specification includes a
bulkhead mounted Plastimo Contest 150
steering compass, fissy also has B&G
electronic instruments and autopilon and
i Simrad chartplotter

Below decks
The F39CR fecls positively cavernous com-
pared 1o the Sydney 38 when you step
down the companionway. The accommaocdie
tion is designed o meet IRC requircments

To port is an L-shaped galley with sink,
pressurised hot and cold water supply,
twirburner stove and oven, ice box with
12 volt refrigeration and galley equip-
ment storage space in cupboards above
and below,

Hiuessyp has hlack Corian bench tops for
the galley, with polished metal cuphoard

doors, which all looks grear bur may not
be evervone's choice. Co-omwner Lyndall
Bacon is an interior designer and she and
her hushand were able to have a lot of
input into the interior of Hussy during
construction; this capacity for customisa-
fion sets the 39CR apart from maost of the
imported cruiser/racers in ils siee rnge

Forward of the galley is a modular U-
shaped settee with a reak timber table fin-
ished in high gloss, while the starboard
sidde of the saloon provides two single set-
e seats with a teak coffee tble between.

Aft of these is the navigation area, con-
ventionally styled with a bench seat, chart
table and space for mounting nav equip-
ment and electronics. The base of the
table holds the aforementioned front-
opening Isotherm “rwilighr fridge”.

There is a 12 volt DC electrical switch
panel with circuit breakers, battery volt-
meter and charging gauge (the two house
and one engine batteries are sealed and
Category 1 compliant for offshore mic-
ing), an 1COM VHF radio and Clarion
marine Ch/radic with speakers in the
saloon and the cockpit,

Besides the opening hatches and

Specifications

LEngih overaN........ocomvoenes ey ermanins
Watedina length ...
Beam maximum ...
Draft
Displacement. e e 5250 ke

Base price: $395,000 e sails and instrumants,
Conzstruction: Hull and deck laminates are of coed
construction using vinytestar and polyester resin.
(ine-piece GAP laminated structural grid designed
to incorporate the keel attachment. mast step,
engine mount and nedder bearing for strength and
dusrability. Vacuum bagged composite and phy bulk-
eeads.

Keel: High lift, low centre of grawity [ead keel with
bulb. Keel is linked to floors and intemnal plates with
stainless stegl balts.

Rudder: Balanced spade compasite rudder and fully
sedled mller bearings lop and bottom.

Water capacity: 200t

Fuel capacity: 1201t

Englne: Yanmar 30hp diesa! engine with saildrive
and two-biade Briski fodding propalles

Designer: Murray Bums & Dovell

Builder: Sydney Yachts Intemational, Nowra, NS,
Sales office, Newport, NSW, tel (02) 0979 B044;
webisite: waw. spdneyyachis.com.a.

LEFT: The owners' cabin in the aft starboard quarter
[Sydney Yachts picture).

FAR LEFT: Mare room to relax in the 32CR's saloon.




coachhouse windows there are also hull
windows in the main saloon which are dis-
tinctively styled for the 39CR and big sister
the 47CR, while providing a clearer view
of the owside world from the saloon.

Forward is a double vee-berth which
can double as a sail storage space and a
reasonably large bathroom with manual
tuilet, vanity basin, pressure hot/cold
water and shower A holding rank with
deck discharge is included as standard.

The big owners' double cabin fills the
starboard aft quarter and includes a hang-
ing locker and storage space, while the
portside aft cabin can be used as 3 storige
arca for boat gear or as additional accom-
modation space,

The interior is attractively presented
with exposcd moulded surfaces finished
with high gloss geleoat and timber trim,
while padded hull liners are also used on
the walls of the forward and aft cabins
and the floor is traditionally stvled wak
with black epoxy.

Performance
The Sydney 38 has well and truly estab-
lished itself as a capable, modern all-
rounder which is challenging to race well
in competitive one-design fleets, 1t's fast
and exciting to sail downwind in a
breeze, though in the fresh sl in @ sea-
way if does become quite pigheaded and
demanding to steer under spinnaker.

My own experience racing on 38s from
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Svdney to Lord Howe Island, Southport
and Moolookiba has led me to the opinion
that it's certainly a strongly built and sea-
worthy boat, bulletproof even. Ir's not
favourably handicapped under IRC, but
offers great class racing.

Sharing the same hull, the 39CR cleverly
combines the 38 performance charcter-
istics with a bigzer rudder that should
help keep control at the top end of the
range, The weight of the cruising deck and
interior isn't enough to turn the boat into
a shug in light air, while settling the yacht
in stronger upwind conditions and con-
tributing to a better [RC handicap.

And then there's the interior; not as
functional for racing as the 38%’s (which
has its own shortcomings for passage rac-
ing), but much, much more comfortable,
spacious and better equipped for cruising
or simply sitting around in after sailing

When cruising, the 39CR is unlikely to
have eight or nine crew swinging her
down on the windward rail, but the rig
plan with its non-overlapping headsail and
capacity to reel the main or set up a small-
er cruising main will allow the boat to be
managed effectively short-handed, aided
by the addition of electric winch power
in the case of Hussy.

The early performances of Hussy have
been pleasing for the owners and builders
and having sailed on the boat on a couple
of oecasions now, I could find no perform-
ance deficiencies to criticise. It's a pleas-

Tall rig plani!-}

ure to steer with the big composite
wheel, easy to move around and the deck
Lavout works well.

Overall, the Sydney 39CR is a clever
and fresh approach to the challenge of
providing a cruising bt for racing
sailors, L.




